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St Barnabas Church Building Update – Questions & Answers 
 
Q1. Is the St Barnabas church building safe right now?   
The church building is not safe as it is fundamentally compromised and not suitable for gatherings. There will 
be no services for the health and safety of all concerned.   Services will continue in the Hall.  
 
In addition, the church building will continue to be ‘aired’ during the week and checked for any immediate 
maintenance needed.  
 
Q2. What findings came from the expert building consultations and investigations? 

Our consultations with building experts and subsequent investigations conclude that the St Barnabas church 

building is fundamentally compromised and that unless significant remedial work is undertaken, at 

prohibitive cost, the building may need to be demolished.  

 
Q3. What are the options going forward? 
The leadership team is considering: 

1. Significant remedial work to restore the building – prohibitive cost 
2. Demolition and possible rebuild - expensive 
3. A further option not known at this time. 

 
Q4. Has any decision been made yet? 
No. The leadership has not made any decisions. This is the beginning of a process, and we want to engage 
with our St Barnabas fellowship and community before moving forward.  
 
We want everyone to have time to process this information, time to consider and time to talk with God 
about what the future holds.  
 
 
Q5. Will parishioners have a say? 
Yes. Our St Barnabas Whānau’s input and feedback are essential.  
 
We plan in the New Year, to hold both parishioner and wider community sessions to talk about the future 
and for you to again share your thoughts. We are taking the time we need to make a decision with God’s 
help. 
 
 
Q6. How much will this cost? 
At this stage, we do not have exact figures, however we do know that any work whether remedial 
(prohibitively expensive) or rebuild (significantly expensive). Further expert advice would be needed to 
understand the likely costs of repair or rebuild and that in itself would have a cost attached.  As we know 
more, we will share this.  
 
 
Q7. How will this affect our worship services and ministries? 
For now, all services and ministries will continue in the Hall as they have been.  If at any point that changes, 
we will look at alternative arrangements and keep everyone fully informed. 
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Q8. What about community groups who use the building? 
There are no community groups who use the Church building at this time, and we are already in discussion 
with the two organisations who use the Hall and buildings behind the Church – there is no impact to them at 
this stage.  
 
 
Q9. Where can I find updates? 

• Updates will be shared at Sunday services, email newsletters, and on the church website 
www.onslowanglicans.co.nz. 

• Printed copies of key information will be made available for those who prefer paper updates. 
• You can email futureatoa@aol.com with any thoughts or considerations and John Whitehead and 

Diana Wolken as Onslow Anglican Wardens will be in contact. This may not be immediate due to 
ongoing commitments for both. 

 
 
Q.10 I’m feeling anxious about the future of St Barnabas – what should I do? 
We recognise that this is a time of change as we discern the future of the St Barnabas Church building.   
God is with us on this journey and listening to your prayers. Please do talk with any John and Diana if you 
have concerns or want to talk through anything.  
 
Please know there is no need for any immediate action, and you have time to think about this.  
You can ask Andy and Bek to pray for you at a Sunday Service, or any of the Vestry or  discipleship leadership 
team (Karen, Richard and Louise).  We are all in this together and God is with us on this journey of faith.  
 
 
Q11. What can I do right now? 

• Pray for wisdom, peace, and unity as we face this challenge together. 
• Participate in the upcoming Q&A sessions, likely to be in the New Year if not before and share your 

thoughts. 
• Encourage one another—this is a time to remain hopeful and trust that God is leading us. 
• Email futureatoa@aol.com if you have any thoughts you wish to share. John and Diana are happy to 

meet with you – although this may not be immediate due to ongoing commitments. 
 
 
 

Psalm 25:4-5 
Show me your ways, Lord, teach me your paths. 

Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior,  
and my hope is in you all day long. 
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