
 

Summary of Findings from Investigations by Building Experts 121025 

St Barnabas Church Building Investigations Summary 

Over the past months, Vestry has sought expert guidance from a number of professional building 
experts who have investigated the condition of our church building.  This has also included the Dio 
Property Team.  

Individually and collectively, the investigations provided give a consistent picture of the state of our 
church building. 

A. Current state  

Roof: The roof structure and materials have reached the end of their life and require complete 
replacement. 
 
Walls: 

● The concrete walls show significant deterioration from alkali–silica reaction resulting in 
progressive internal cracking and instability. 
 

● There is visible efflorescence (a white powdery residue) and trentepohlia (red algae growth), 
both symptoms of ongoing moisture ingress and chemical decay. 

 

B. Professional Advice and Recommendations 

The experts’ investigations reached similar conclusions: 

● The cost and time required to repair / restore the building would be significantly prohibitive  
and would not reverse the underlying structural damage. 
 

● The building is continuing to deteriorate and will continue to deteriorate even if repair work 
was undertaken  
 

● The realistic option is to demolish. 


